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AGREEMENT 1 CONCERNING THE RIVER NIGER COMMISSION 
AND THE NAVIGATION AND TRANSPORT ON THE RIVER 
NIGER REVISED ON 2ND FEBRUARY, 1968 AND 15TH JUNE, 
1973 2 


The Contracting Parties, 

Having adopted at the Conference of the Riparian States of the River Niger, its 
tributaries and sub-tributaries, held at Niamey from the 24th to the 26th October, 
1963, an Act regarding the navigation and economic co-operation between the States 
of the River Niger Basin, 3 

Desirous of giving effect to article 5 of the said Act, by which they have under¬ 
taken to establish an Inter-Governmental Organisation entrusted with the fostering, 
the promotion and the co-ordination of studies and programmes relating to the utili¬ 
zation and development of the resources of the River Niger Basin, 

Desirous of specifying some questions relating to navigation and transportation 
on the River, 

Have agreed as follows: 

heading i. RIVER NIGER COMMISSION 

Chapter I. Nature of the Commission 

Article 1, There shall be established an Intergovernmental Organisation as 
mentioned in article 5 of the Act of Niamey of October 26, 1963, which shall be called 
River Niger Commission. 

The headquarters of the Commission shall be at Niamey. 

Article 2. The Commission shall have for all purposes the status of an inter¬ 
national organisation. 

Chapter II. Objectives and functions of the Commission 

Article 3. The Commission is entrusted with the task of encouraging, pro¬ 
moting and the coordination of studies and programmes concerning the exploitation 
and the development of the resources of the Basin. 

Article 4. The Commission shall have the following functions: 

(a) To prepare general regulations which will permit the full application of the prin¬ 
ciples set forth in the Act of Niamey, and to ensure their effective application. 

The general regulations and the other decisions of the Commission shall, 
after approval by Member States and after a time limit fixed by the Commission, 
have binding force as regards relations among the States as well as their internal 
regulation; 


1 Came into force on 15 December 1973, i.e., six months after its adoption, in accordance with article 25. 

2 Approved on 15 June 1973 by two thirds of the Member States of the Niger River Commission, various amendments 
and revisions made to the Agreement of 25 November 1964* are incorporated into the present text. 

* United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 587, p. 19, and vol. 636, p. 418. 

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 587, p. 9. 
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HEADING II. THE ORGANS OF THE COMMISSION 

Article 9. The Commission shall have the following organs : 

— The Council of Ministers, 

— The Executive Secretariat. 

Chapter I. Council of Ministers 

Article 10. The Council of Ministers shall be the organ for orientation and of 
decision of the Commission. 

It shall consist of Ministers, one for each Member State. Each Minister may be 
assisted by experts. 

Article 11. The quorum of the Council of Ministers shall be six. The decisions 
of the Council of Ministers shall be taken by a majority of two thirds of the Member 
States of the Commission. 

Article 12. The Council of Ministers shall meet in ordinary session once a year 
on the invitation of the Chairman. It may meet in extra-ordinary session at the joint 
request of any three Member States by notification addressed to the Chairman of the 
Council. 

The meetings of the Council of Ministers may take place either at the Head¬ 
quarters of the Commission or in any of the Member States. Each meeting shall be 
preceded by a meeting of experts of the Member States. 

Article 13. The Council of Ministers shall elect a Chairman in rotation among 
the Member States and he shall hold office for a period of one year. 

The Chairman of the Council of Ministers shall represent the Commission be¬ 
tween two sessions of the Council of Ministers. 

He shall take decisions within his competence, and within the limit of the powers 
delegated to him, on the directives of the Council of Ministers. 

Article 14. The Council of Ministers shall establish the Rules of Procedure for 
the Commission. 

Chapter II. Executive Secretariat 

Article 15. The Executive Secretariat shall be the organ of execution of the 
Commission. 

Article 16. The Council of Ministers shall, by a two-thirds majority vote of 
Member States, appoint the Executive Secretary from among the candidates proposed 
by Member States. 

Each Member State is entitled to nominate a candidate for the office of Execu¬ 
tive Secretary. 

The Executive Secretary shall hold office for a period of three years and shall be 
eligible for re-appointment. The conditions of his service shall be defined in the Staff 
Regulations. 
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Article 26. Upon the coming into force of the present Agreement, the Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic of Niger shall register it in accordance with Article 102 of the 
United Nations Charter. 

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries being duly authorized by their respec¬ 
tive Governments have signed the present Agreement. 

Done at Niamey on the 25th day of November, 1964. 

Revised at Niamey, on the 15th of June, 1973. One copy in English and one in 
French to be deposited in the archives of the Government of the Republic of Niger 
and certified copies thereof to be sent to each signatory State, and one copy to be 
deposited with the Secretariat of the Organisation of African Unity and one with the 
Secretariat of the United Nations. 

United Republic of Cameroon: 

[Robert Naah] 1 

Republic of Ivory Coast: 

[Siransy Toure] 

Republic of Dahomey: 

[Issaka Dangou] 

Republic of Guinea: 

Republic of Upper Volta: 

[Pierre Guiguemde] 

Republic of Mali: 

[Lamine Keita] 

Republic of Niger: 

[Dr. Harouna Bembello] 

Federal Republic of Nigeria: 2 
Republic of Chad: 


1 Names of signatories have been supplied by the Government of the Niger. 

2 Nigeria joined the above-mentioned States by an instrument of approval from its Ministry of Foreign Affairs dated 
8 November 1973, signed by the Permanent Secretary, Harold O. I Monu, and registered with the Secretariat of the Com¬ 
mission on 16 November 1973. (Information supplied by the Government of the Niger.) 
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